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Broadband for the Bush Alliance Forum and Indigenous Focus Day 2017
An invitation
The Broadband for the Bush Alliance (B4BA) is pleased to announce that our 2017 Forum will take place June 21st – 23rd in
Fremantle. This incorporates the 2017 B4BA Indigenous Focus Day which precedes the Main Forum, on Wednesday 21st
June.
The sixth annual Forum, Remote, Connected and Savvy!, focuses on how remote and rural stakeholders can contribute to
develop and adopt the best innovative practices and policies to achieve digital inclusion for everyone in the bush. With
over 200 attendees anticipated, this event offers a unique opportunity to unite the voice of remote and rural Australians.
Remote, Connected and Savvy will capture the diversity of experiences, digital tools and emerging practices from a wide
range of industries and sectors such as health, emergency services, education, tourism, creative industries, agriculture,
seafood, mining, transport, remote service delivery, conservation and land management, women in business, cultural
heritage and more.
The Forum will bring together influential decision makers and end-users from across the community, public and private
sectors, as well as technical experts and representatives from senior industry, Australian government, NBN Co, and
academic institutions. Across the two-days, the forum will focus on four key themes that drive a positive and strengthbased approach:
Regional innovation - from digital isolation to digital innovation for businesses in the bush.
Technology in action- the latest and emerging technologies to keep us connected and safe.
Digital inclusion – exploring best practice models to facilitate accelerated digital inclusion across rural and remote
Australia.
Policy and regulations – understanding latest government initiatives and putting forward policy recommendations for
advancing digital capacity and capability in regional, rural and remote Australia.
The Broadband for the Bush Alliance invites you to partner in the most engaging and comprehensive discussion
focused on understanding how digital engagement can benefit everyone. We urge you to join us in recognising and
celebrating work enabling advancement in the all-important area of digital inclusion. Your involvement as a sponsor will
bring long lasting benefits to stakeholders in remote and rural Australia that will continue beyond the event. We look
forward to discussing sponsorship prospects with you.
Apolline Kohen Chairperson, B4BA Forum Committee
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About the Broadband for the Bush Alliance
The Broadband for the Bush Alliance (B4BA) is a national, not-for-profit organisation that seeks to advance the digital
capacity and capability of remote Australians. It does this through a range of activities, including policy formulation,
lobbying actions, and the sharing of knowledge. It actively builds expertise through its annual forum, research projects and
networking.

Key focus areas of the Alliance are:
1. The expansion of mobile coverage
2. Getting digital infrastructure right - both the rational use of existing infrastructure and expanding infrastructure
3. Smart last mile solutions for small towns and communities
4. Affordable pricing for mobile calls and cross-network roaming in remote and rural Australia
5. Improved digital literacy
6. Pragmatic research to underpin remote policy
7. Improving Aboriginal and Torres Strait telecommunications programs.

Event Format
The Forum will deliver two consecutive, interactive and jam‐packed days with the first day dedicated to the Indigenous
Focus Day. There will be a close alignment between the two events with representatives from the Indigenous Focus Day
contributing insights at various points during the main Forum.
The program will consist of a mix of activities across the days, including presentations, interactive sessions and workshops.
There will be policy‐oriented discussions as well as opportunities for accessing ‘hands-on technology’ where innovative
solutions and emerging new technologies.
We will also be seeking input and comments from members and other Forum attendees on a Remote
Telecommunications Strategy (RTS) that will map out what is needed “in the short-term” for the provision of affordable and
accessible quality telecommunications in the bush.
The specific blend of activities will be determined as the Forum program and speakers are confirmed. To maximise
engagement both during, but even more so after the event, a live Twitter feed, as well as a live transcription and sketching
feed, are planned.
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Broadband for the Bush Alliance Indigenous Focus Day
Bringing together rural and remote stakeholders committed to digital inclusion to identify
obstacles and solutions to issues of affordability and availability of communications for
remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
The Broadband for the Bush Indigenous Focus Day is an annual event that promotes digital inclusion
projects and addresses the opportunities for, and obstacles to, the digital inclusion of remote
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, organisations and communities. Participants help to
develop recommendations for policy to advocate for increased connectivity for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people.
The Indigenous Focus Day came into being after participants in the first Broadband for the Bush
Forum perceived a need for a dedicated Focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to talk
about their digital inclusion needs, challenges and opportunities. The Indigenous Focus Day facilitates
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to engage and collaborate with their peers. It is an
interactive event, facilitated primarily by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and
organisations.
Each year, approximately 100 participants attend from the Indigenous community, regional
constituencies, community organisations, and from Indigenous agencies from across Australia. All are
focused on the opportunities presented by digital inclusion and the obstacles. It is an exclusive
Invite-only event.
The key themes to emerge from the last Indigenous Focus Day presentations are:
Remote Indigenous communities remain the most digitally excluded population in Australia.
The major obstacles to connectivity are affordability and access, as well as cyber safety.
The key to engagement is having locally relevant projects, content and applications.
The focus should always be on people and relationships rather than technology.
Partnerships and knowledge sharing are key enablers.
Digital mentors are needed to increase skills and digital literacy in communities.
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Big Ideas
Attendees were asked to distil their thinking into one big ‘ask’ or idea to put to
policymakers. The following are the three big ideas to be promoted to the
Commonwealth and State and Territory governments, namely:

1

Introduce a Universal Service Obligation underpinned by a set of
principles (which are culturally appropriate and based on community
need) to provide a minimum standard of internet connectivity in
Australia, which will set Australia apart as a world leader in the digital
innovation space.

2

Recognise that digital inclusion is a human right, and to build digital
citizenship through free (unmetered) access for all Australians,
however remote, to essential online services and the skills and
support to access them (reinforcing the theme that it’s not about the
technology, but rather about people).

3

Commonwealth government provide a minimum of $60m to support
Indigenous digital inclusion in 300 communities for two years. This
funding would employ digital inclusion workers to provide training and
technical support in media centres to build community capability and
digitally empowered people.
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Sponsorship benefits
Bringing together rural and remote stakeholders committed to digital inclusion to
identify obstacles and solutions to issues of affordability and availability of
communications for remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
As a supporting sponsor of the Forum and/or Indigenous Focus Day, your organisation will receive
exposure to the substantial positioning, promotional and marketing benefits associated with this high
profile national conference.
Profile your brand and demonstrate support for committing to the digital engagement of
remote and rural Australia to a diverse audience.The major obstacles to connectivity are
affordability and access, as well as cyber safety.
Discover facts on digital inclusion, digital economy, and digital services, and gain access to
the latest technology and policy developments in the bush.
Listen to the case studies and best practice stories from the people involved.
Engage and network with key decision makers in government and industry, researchers and
community organisations, and share your views and expertise on the digital challenges and
opportunities faced in the bush.
Demonstrate your business or organisation’s corporate social responsibility culture through
supporting a vibrant and Australia-wide event with real social impact.
Present to delegates, directly promoting your organisation’s credentials to private and public
sector organisations as well as academic institutions from many Australian jurisdictions.
Showcase your organisation’s products or services to decision-makers from public, NGO and
private sector service organisations across Australia as well as regional community
development associations and the media.
Our sponsorship packages can be tailored to your organisation’s requirements. We are open to discussing
other sponsorship opportunities suitable to your organisation.

Major sponsors receive complimentary registration for two or more delegates plus
other bonuses dependent on the level of sponsorship.
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Sponsorship opportunities
Sponsorship options

All Fees are GST exempt

Gold $15,000+

Silver $7,000

Bronze $4,000

Exemption from a number of participant fees
Gold sponsors can claim 8 participants' exemption fees.
Silver sponsors can claim 4 participants' exemption fees.
Bronze sponsors can claim 2 participants' exemption fees.

YES

YES

YES

Brand display
The sponsor's brand will be included within all verbal, written
and printed communications as well as event publications,
signage or other promotional materials or collateral.

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

3 X 6 stands

3 X 3 stands

Table

Banner display
The opportunity to display your promotional materials and
banners at the event.

YES

YES

Address to Forum delegates
The opportunity to present to all delegates on the first day of
the Forum for 10 minutes.

YES

Verbal acknowledgement
Mention of your organisation in opening address and official
speeches.

YES

Other potential sponsorship benefits can be negotiated

YES

Address to workshop delegates
The opportunity to present to the delegates prior to a specific
workshop session for 5 minutes.
Exhibition Space
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Forum Ambassador and MC
Brad Howarth has spent the last 20 years studying the evolution of the information technology
industry and its impact on Australian business and society. He is the author of two books, he is a
sought after speaker, and as a facilitator has worked with numerous organisations to help
devise programs for harnessing technology-driven change. He is passionate believer in the
importance of technology to Australian society and the need to ensure equity of access.

For more information on rates and availabilities and all other enquiries, please contact:
Paul Sutton and Michelle Williams, Digital Learning Futures Pty Ltd, Forum Coordinator
Broadband for the Bush Alliance
Paul 0418 750 236,
Michelle 0414813491
forum@broadbandforthebush.com.au

Remote, Connected and Savvy!

www.broadbandforthebush.com.au

Conversations
Regional Innovation
From digital isolation to digital innovation for business in
the bush.
Technology in action
The latest and emerging technologies to keep us
connected and safe.
Digital inclusion
Exploring best practice models to facilitate accelerated
digital inclusion across rural and remote Australia.
Policy and regulation
Understanding latest government initiative and putting
forward policy recommendations for advancing digital
capability and capacity and capability in regional, rural
and remote Australia.

Interested in
the Indigenous
Focus Day?
Consider creating
a sponsorship to
suit your needs.
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Sponsors can contribute to
the forum in many ways.
Talk to us about your IDEAS.
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