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Main Forum Speakers Kit
Welcome
Thank you for considering speaking at the 6th Broadband for the Bush Forum. Your voice is important as
we pursue our theme: Remote, Connected and Savvy!
The sixth annual Forum, Remote, Connected and Savvy! focuses on how remote and rural stakeholders
can help develop effective telecommunication policies to meet their needs and apply innovative
solutions to enable businesses and communities to grow and prosper in the global digital economy.
We invite you to consider our themes in your preparation.
Our program for the Main Forum will be organised by
themes:






Forum 2017

22-23 June
Digital inclusion in the bush – exploring best
practice models to facilitate accelerated digital
(Indigenous Focus Day 21 June)
inclusion across rural and remote Australia
Regional innovation - from digital isolation to
Rydges Esplanade Hotel
digital revolution
Policy and regulation - advancing digital capacity
Fremantle WA
and capability in regional, rural and remote
Australia
Technology in action - emerging technologies keeping us connected and safe

The whole event is a conversation, so think about what conversation you will facilitate with your
audience, rather than a long presentation. We invite your creativity, flexibility and initiate to offer
something different or special. See our list of ideas in this document.

Forum themes in “Remote, Connected and Savvy!”
Digital Inclusion in the Bush – exploring best practice models to facilitate accelerated digital inclusion
across rural and remote Australia
The release of the Australian Digital Inclusion Index in 2016 provides a clear insight into the
demographics of those most in need of digital inclusion interventions, and will enable the development
of collaborative and targeted approaches to digital empowerment in regional, rural and remote areas.
This stream will look specifically at the challenges and barriers to creating a fully digitally enabled
Australia, and explore the best practice models that are proving successful.
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Regional innovation - from digital isolation to digital revolution
Regional development is a key issue for rural and remote areas of Australia; however, innovation is
often hampered by poor access to reliable and adequate telecommunications and a lack of information
on how to access and exploit digital technologies to ignite business growth. Many businesses not far
from major urban centres have extraordinary tales of digital isolation. This stream will look at examples
of digital innovation across primary and creative industries, tourism, community services, health,
education, and other sectors.

Policy and regulation - advancing digital capacity and capability in regional, rural and remote Australia
In the past year, there have been a number of significant telecommunications and information
technology policy reviews affecting remote, regional and rural Australia. These include the:






Universal Service Obligation (USO) review.
Joint Parliamentary Standing Committee on the NBN.
Review into Data Availability and Use.
Telecommunications (Interception and Access) Amendment (Data Retention) law.
Development of a revised Digital Health Strategy as part of the new Australian Digital Health
Agency.
 Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care.
 Open government strategies, in the delivery of internet-based government services and
bandwidth requirements.
 Department of Human Services’ move to increased online client interactions.
This stream will examine the issues and discuss how communities can engage in the decision-making
process.

Technology in action - emerging technologies keeping us connected and safe
This stream will explore the latest and emerging technologies for connecting people in rural and remote
areas, particularly in emergency situations. Technology experts and those working in the bush will
discuss new technologies and enablers of remote connectivity to address the needs of rural and remote
communities, including last mile solutions, overcoming latency and speed issues, the Internet of Things
and drone applications.

Timelines
Event

Details

Call for Speakers announced

27 February 2017

Submission deadline

27 March 2017

Notification of Acceptance

10 April 2017

Submission supporting documents if any

22 May 2017

Submission of AV materials

5 June 2017
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Session Formats
We anticipate a program with some keynotes, stream keynotes, sessions with discussion, plenary
sessions and World Café informal meetings, where people with similar interests chat on a topic or
current project. We welcome your suggestions for a format you would like. We have listed some ideas
here, but don’t be restricted by our thinking. We want to would make this Forum memorable and
valuable to participants and yourself.

Note on timings
We have a few options for timing your contribution depending on what type it is.
We will be allocating 3 speakers to an hour slot for many sessions. You should plan to design a 20
minute segment. A session host will keep you to time and perhaps provide question time. If you have a
sufficiently interactive session, there may not be a need for questions after the group of speakers.
You might design an hour slot with multiple speakers, mixing up sharing information and stories and
involving your audience using the ideas below. The forum managers can help you with this design. Let
them know what you are planning so they can reserve you a slot.
A one hour workshop. You can offer to do practical demonstrations, hands-on workshops or working
sessions.
These suggestions for a format you might choose, are in no particular order.

Session suggestion

Some detail

20 minute standard timeslot
with 10 minute
presentations followed by
questions or an activity.

Short 10 minute presentation. Then use an activity to promote
discussion and share ideas. Try some group conversation strategies
suggested in this document.

20 minute facilitated
discussion. Feel free to be
unplugged with no visuals.

Gather ideas in a brainstorm.
Solve an authentic problem by sharing solutions.
Answer questions in a Q and A (ABC TV Model) style event.
Host a debate with audience participation.
Hammer out a policy position from people in the room or on behalf of
a group.
Host a Fishbowl Conversation with a spare chair for the audience (see
our Suggested Conversation Strategies in this document.

Birds of a Feather session

Birds of a Feather gatherings, also known as idea exchanges or
networking tables can be held in sessions, breaks or before and after
the program. They are relatively small and informal discussion-based
gatherings, aimed at building networks and exploring ideas.
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Video Voices

Gather up some short video cameos and act as anchor exploring the
videos with your audience. A good way to involve shy speakers or
those unable to travel.

Demonstration

Demonstrate a technique, a technology, some resources, or a
technical tip and trick. Eg: Tuning of settings which gobble data.

How to Workshop

Run a workshop helping colleagues learn some practical skills.



Panel

a BYOD workshop sharing your skills.
walk through my website – sharing resources.
 Great online tools for target audiences – eg “The best 10
things online you never knew you needed”.
Some panels are highly structured with a set time for each panelist to
speak. Others employ a more discussion-oriented format with the
panelists responding to each other and to audience inquiries
throughout the session.

Posters

All posters are presented during informal time – say session breaks or
before the day’s program. Posters are presented on tack boards or
displays. Each poster presenter has a 4' x 4' space available to him or
her. Poster presenters stand beside their posters and discuss their
work one-on-one or in small groups with attendees.

Thinktank

A chairperson will frame the key question. Sometimes, this will be
supplemented by very short presentations by other facilitators
describing different aspects of the issue. The heart of the session
involves breaking up into discussion groups to explore the issue.
Sometimes, the discussion groups will focus on a single poignant
question.

Story Telling

Stories should be consistent with the conference theme and streams
and they should also reflect the genuine and authentic experience of
an individual, a team or a community. For example, a story session
could involve a story of a successful or less than successful attempt to
engage a remote community in using online Government services.

Creative Formats

Arts-based sessions and other creative interactive formats including
short one act play, film, poetry, art work, photo-voice, video and
other expressive forms. Be creative and imaginative.

Submitting a request for a Forum spot
Use the Speakers Template in the appendices of this document or alternatively download the Form from
the website to make things easier for you and us. There is also a completed sample on the web site to
use as a model. Feel free to discuss your ideas informally with Michelle Williams or Paul Sutton,
forum@broadbandforthebush.com.au or phone 0414813491.
The Forum Committee will consider all submissions promptly and acknowledge your submission and talk
with you further if you are successful.
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What can session speakers expect?
You can expect to prepare for a 20 minute timeslot, where you might speak for 10 minutes which leads
into a discussion activity for a further 10 minutes or adopt a more creative presentation using the ideas
in this document. This will allow three 20 minute speakers per hour. You might want to design a 1 jour
slot with three complementary speakers yourself. We are also looking for 1 hour workshop sessions.
We will sort speakers into our themes and provide you with further information on “Preparation for
Presenting” document, including AV requirements.
We may select some speakers for a stream keynote which is a longer 2- minute session, more in
presentation style.
We also welcome your suggestions for alternative formats. Use the list above for ideas.

Costs:
Speakers registration fees are waivered for the Forum. There may be opportunity to apply for travel
support to the forum, especially for remote speakers. You may also seek your own sponsorship to the
forum, whereby contributions to your speaking attendance will be acknowledged. Check if local
community organisations, councils and your educational institution would sponsor you as a speaker and
active participant.
You can download a Speakers Template 2017 now. Email to forum@broadbandforthebush.com.au
Please use B4BA 2017: Speaker application Your name as a subject in your email.

Program
We will certainly post program information on the site as the program unfolds. Please check regularly.
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Suggested Conversation Strategies
Strategy

Explanation

Think Pair Share – collecting ideas and picking
the most significant ones in a group.

In small groups of 4, have folks think of all the
responses to a question or issue. Then pick the
best 2-4. Groups combine to become 8 and pick
best 2-4 issues and then merge groups again if
you want. (Efficient in a small timeslot)

Lilly Pads – what is the position people have on
an issue?

Brainstorm multiple positions on an issue.
Allocate a person or a few people to each
position. People stand on their Lilly pads (Maybe
draw and cut out some) and then try and
persuade other people to join them on their lily
pad. Group usually polarises around 1-2 pads in
the end.

String along. On a scale of 1: 10 of a continuum,
people decide where they sit on an issue or
priority. Great for audience participation.

Use a string with 1 person on each end who
explains their extreme position (1 and 10). The
audience (or a sample) are invited to place
themselves on the continuum and explain why
they stood where they did. People have to
persuade each other to move or the audience
persuades people to change their position on the
issue to somewhere else on the continuum.

Throw the bouncing ball. A strategy to enable
people to have a say on an issue.

Can be used for brainstorming, sharing
experiences or contributing to a solution. No one
can talk to the issue unless they are thrown the
ball. Can be a surprise throw or speakers can
persuade the ball holder to throw to them.

Fishbowl: Helps a large group see multiple ideas
when deep discussion is needed. A group of
chairs are “on stage”. People in the fishbowl
have a conversation and the audience watches
the discussion, but the twist is; people can join
in

One or two chairs are vacant for audience
members to pop into. The small group debates
ideas in the fishbowl and the audience are invited
to volunteer to join in for 5 mins and then they
must vacate the chair. Choosing strategic people
for the chairs in the fishbowl is a good start to a
robust discussion from multiple players.

Y chart organiser. What does an idea or
situation “Look like, Sound like, feel like”?

Allows people to share their feelings as
individuals, families or
communities/organisations.

(See Diagram 3)

Give people a Y chart diagram and work in groups
of 2/3 to talk about how a solution or problem is
affecting people. Then people share their Y chart
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by either presenting to others or making a poster
people come and see.
PMI: Plus Minus Interesting. Talk about an idea
or share a story. The audience writes notes
using PMI table or diagram.

Give out a diagram to make notes. The speaker or
panel describes an idea and the audience records
What they like, what were disadvantages or did
not like and what was interesting to ponder. Then
ask people to share their “Interesting column. I
can be “Implications” too. You can share all notes
too if listening is your purpose.

Sticky Notes Wall. Gathering policy ideas about
an issue. Can be modified for any time you need
to collect ideas or examples from multiple
people.

Divide your discussion into segments or steps.
and ask questions to stimulate discussion. People
can then write sticky notes about ideas for each
step. Place them on a wall in order under big
labels. Then people wander around seeing what
everyone suggested. They can talk to individuals
or small groups.

Thinking critically about one issue or statemen.t

Use a graphic like Diagram 1 below. Develop
critical questions to lead a group through a
process to think critically about an issue.
Nominate a scribe to record results and use a
strategy to ensure everyone can explain their
ideas.

Blooms Taxonomy to put ideas into perspective
and create a solution.

Encourage your audience to think deeply and
express what they know, understand and can do.
Design your session around these steps:
Remember, Analyse, Understand, Evaluate,
Apply, Create. See Diagram 2 below.

Gap Filling – use a diagram or mind map to
document the steps.

Identify your current spot – Point A – and your
end goal – Point B. What is the gap that exists
between A and B? What are all the things you
need to fill up this gap? List them down and find
out what it takes to get them there. Use a great
diagram to show or record the journey.
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Diagram 1:
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Diagram 2: The Blooms Taxonomy of thinking
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Diagram 3: Y Chart example
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Broadband for the Bush Alliance
Forum VI 2017, Rydges Esplanade Hotel, Freemantle, WA
Speaker Template

Instructions: On desktop or laptop, the form works best if you Tab from one box to the next OR double
click on a box before typing.
On a mobile device, press and hold the file to open it in a word processing application. It may not work as
a form but should be able to be filled in.
Save a copy before emailing to the forum coordinators
Full Name
For printing in the program, including formal titles and honours
Salutation First Surname Titles & honours
Organisation
Or company name
Position
Or title
Short biography
80 words max.

Session title

Session description for the printed program
70 words max.
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The best theme to capture your message: (Choose 1)
Digital Inclusion in the Bush – exploring best practice models to facilitate
accelerated digital inclusion across rural and remote Australia
Policy and regulation - advancing digital capacity and capability in regional, rural
and remote Australia
Technology in action - emerging technologies keeping us connected and safe
Regional innovation - from digital isolation to digital revolution
Session description for consideration of the committee and to put online
Brief synopsis/introduction about the session including format you will adopt. Session
format (300 words max.)

Note: We expect you to speak for 10 minutes which leads into a discussion activity for a
further 10 minutes, allowing three 20 minute speakers per hour. Note workshops can be
one hour.
Social media - online contacts
Please provide email address, phone,
Add relevant LinkedIn, URL, Twitter handle or Facebook page, etc.
Email

Phone URL

Photo
Please attach at least one high resolution profile photo
(E.g. 300 dpi, high quality JPEG or TIFF)

Email to forum@broadbandforthebush.com.au. Please use B4BA 2017: Speaker application {your
name} as a subject in your email.
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