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Sponsorship Packages
Major Sponsor

$20,000

The Broadband for the Bush Alliance is a group of
organisations that are committed to the digital inclusion
of regional, rural and remote Australia. The Alliance
brings together a range of stakeholders with expertise
in communications, remote service delivery and
community engagement.
The Broadband for the Bush Forum offers regional,
rural and remote stakeholders opportunities to engage
with key decision makers to build collaboration and
help drive the best possible policy outcomes

Gold

$10,000

Silver

$5,000

Bronze

$3,000

Networking Event

$7,000

Access your stakeholders.
Support their work and lives.
Create discussions and build
solutions together.

Broadband for the Bush Alliance Forum
and Indigenous Focus Day 2018
An invitation
The Broadband for the Bush Alliance (B4BA) is pleased to announce that our 2018 Forum will
take place from 7-8 June in Darwin. The main Forum will be preceded by the 2018 B4BA
Indigenous Focus Day on Wednesday 6 June.
The seventh annual Forum, Digital Connectivity: What Next? will focus on the benefits of digital
engagement. With over 250 anticipated attendees, the Forum offers a unique opportunity to
share ideas and give voice to the communications challenges facing regional, rural and remote
Australians. Digital Connectivity: What Next? will explore diverse experiences, some innovative
solutions and new digital tools and technologies, as well as telecommunications-related public
policy issues relevant to a range of industries.
The Forum will bring together influential decision makers and end-users from across the
community, public and private sectors, as well as technical experts and representatives from
business, the Australian government, nbnco and academic institutions. The National B4BA
Network comprises approximately 800 organisations and individuals.
Over two days the Forum will focus on four key streams through vibrant and interactive
discussion: Bridging the Gap, Working Smarter, Living on the Edge, and Agile Government.
The Broadband for the Bush Alliance invites you to partner in an engaging and far-reaching
conversation about how digital engagement can benefit everyone. We hope you will join us in
recognising and celebrating advances in the critical area of digital inclusion. Your involvement as
a sponsor will have a positive impact on stakeholders in regional, rural and remote Australia long
after the event is over. We look forward to discussing how best to support your organisation as a
valued sponsor of the B4BA Forum.
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About the Broadband for the Bush Alliance
The Broadband for the Bush Alliance (B4BA) is a national, not-for-profit organisation that seeks to advance the digital
capacity and capability of remote Australians. It does this through a range of activities including policy formulation,
lobbying actions, and the sharing of knowledge. It actively builds expertise through its annual forum, research projects
and networking.

Key focus areas of the Alliance are:
1. The expansion of mobile coverage.
2. Getting digital infrastructure right - both the rational use of existing infrastructure and expanding infrastructure.
3. Smart last mile solutions for small towns and communities.
4. Affordable pricing for mobile calls and cross-network roaming in remote and rural Australia.
5. Improved digital literacy.
6. Pragmatic research to underpin remote policy.
7. Improving Aboriginal and Torres Strait telecommunications programs.

Event Format
The Forum will deliver two interactive and productive days from 7-8 June 2018. It will be preceded by the Indigenous
Focus Day on 6 June 2018. There will be a close alignment between the two events with representatives from the
Indigenous Focus Day contributing insights at various points during the main Forum.
The program offers a variety of presentations, interactive sessions, workshops and networking opportunities.
There will be policy‐oriented discussions and practical sessions showcasing innovative solutions and
emerging technologies.
As a part of the broader Digital Connectivity: What Next? discussion, the Alliance will also be seeking input and
comments from members and Forum attendees on the need for a specific Remote Telecommunications Strategy
focused on the next steps required to deliver affordable and accessible quality telecommunications in the bush.
Further information will be available as the Forum program develops and speakers are confirmed.
To maximise engagement during and after the event, a live Twitter feed plus a live transcription and sketching feed
are planned.
Digital Connectivity: What Next?
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Broadband for the Bush Alliance Indigenous Focus Day
Bringing together rural and remote stakeholders committed to digital inclusion to
identify obstacles and to identify communications availability and affordability issues in
remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
The Broadband for the Bush Indigenous Focus Day is an annual event that develops policy
recommendations and advocacy plans aimed at improved connectivity for remote Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people, organisations and communities. Participants help to develop
recommendations for policy to advocate for increased connectivity for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.
The Indigenous Focus Day came into being after participants in the first Broadband for the Bush
Forum perceived a need for a dedicated program for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to
talk about their digital inclusion needs, challenges and opportunities. The Indigenous Focus Day
provides Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people freedom to engage and collaborate with their
peers. It is an interactive event, facilitated primarily by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
and organisations.
Each year, approximately 100 participants attend from the Indigenous community, regional
constituencies, community organisations and Indigenous agencies across Australia, all focused on the
opportunities presented by digital inclusion and the obstacles. It is an exclusive invite-only event.
The key conclusions from the last Indigenous Focus Day presentations were:
Remote Indigenous communities remain the most digitally excluded population in Australia.
There are major obstacles surrounding affordability, accessibility and cyber safety.
The key to engagement is having locally relevant projects, content and applications.
The focus should always be on people and relationships rather than technology.
Partnerships and knowledge sharing are key enablers.
Digital mentors are needed to increase skills and digital literacy in communities.
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About the Forum

Digital Connectivity:
What Next?
Digital Connectivity impacts all our lives. It shapes the way we live, learn, work and
interact and is transforming our society, politics, industries and environment.
After six years of vibrant discussion, it’s time to take stock of the advances in connectivity and
digital inclusion in regional, rural and remote Australia and ask the question, what comes next?
What lessons have we learned?
Which approaches are working?
Where are challenges and opportunities?
How can we achieve more?

We invite you to join us to consider the success stories and our shared digital
evolution as we look to the future of digital technology and social inclusion in
regional, rural and remote Australia.

Digital Connectivity: What Next?
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Key Forum Themes

1

Bridging the Gap.
Social and digital inclusion in the bush - building connections between
culture, technology and community.
Developing digital literacy.
Digital Inclusion as a Closing the Gap measure.

2

Working Smarter.
Approaches to the digitisation of business systems and processes.
Regional case studies of digital innovation in areas such as agriculture,
aquaculture, pastoralism, micro-manufacturing, retail, hospitality, tourism and the arts.
Developing creative communities in the bush.

3

4

Living on the Edge.
Emerging technologies that will change the way people connect.
Innovative ways to leverage available telecommunications services.
Developing the business case for new telecommunications infrastructure.

Agile Government.
Policy and strategy in action.
Understanding government social service delivery with limited connectivity.
Managing communications in disaster situations.

There will be a world cafe to explore the burning issues.
Please tell us what you want 'on the menu'.

Digital Connectivity: What Next?
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Sponsorship benefits
Your organisation will be exposed to the substantial positioning, promotional and marketing
benefits associated with a high profile national conference. Your support will:
Demonstrate commitment to digital engagement in regional, rural and remote Australia.
Promote greater understanding of digital inclusion, the digital economy and digital
services, as well as new technologies and policy developments.
Allow your nominated participants to connect with key decision makers in government,
industry, academia and community organisations, and to profile your organisation’s
views and areas of expertise.
Demonstrate your organisation’s commitment to corporate social responsibility by
supporting a vibrant and Australia-wide conversation with genuine social impact.
Entitle you to present to delegates and profile your brand to a diverse national
audience.
Showcase your organisation’s products and/or services to decision-makers from public
and private sector organisations across Australia.
Sponsorship packages can be tailored to your organisation’s specific requirements. We
welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can best work together to meet your needs.

Major sponsors receive complimentary registrations, promotional benefits and
presentation slots according to the sponsorship level.

Digital Connectivity: What Next?
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Sponsorship opportunities

Complimentary registration fees

All Fees are GST exempt

Major
$20,000

Gold
$10,000

Silver
$5,000

Bronze
$3,000

Networking Event
$7,000
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Brand display recognised in all verbal, electronic and printed
communications including event publications, signage and other promotional
material or collaterals.

YES

YES

YES

Banner display: the opportunity to display your promotional materials and
banners at the event.

YES

YES

YES

Address to forum delegates: The opportunity to present to delegates prior
to a specific workshop/session for 5 mins.

YES

YES

YES

YES
At Network
Event

Verbal acknowledgement: Mention of your organisation in the opening
address and official speeches.

YES

YES

Address to workshop delegates: The opportunity to chair a
workshop/session or present to all delegates on the first day of the forum for
5 mins.

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

Sponsorship of International Speakers.
Conference bursaries for isolated and remote people.
Sponsorship of a specific workshop or session.
There are also opportunities for sponsorship packages to be tailored to meet your specific requirements.
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Feedback from the B4BA Forum VI, Perth 2017
The sixth Broadband for the Bush Forum: Remote, Connected and Savvy! was held in Perth on Thursday 22 June and Friday 23 June 2017.

The Forum Program can be downloaded from the B4BA website here: Broadband for the
Bush Forum VI Program
The Communiqué sets out the ideas and views that emerged from the Forum and can be
downloaded from the B4BA website here: Broadband for the Bush Forum VI
Communiqué.

Evaluation snapshot
The B4BA Forum continues to grow and evolve and has provided responsive feedback and
participation of partners, sponsors and attendees. Reflecting on the 2017 Forum, a significant majority –
96% of respondents stated that they would recommend the Forum to colleagues and friends.

Forum highlights
"Great platform to have your voice heard and have people suggest solutions."
"Learning how others are tackling the same issues from different perspectives."
"Playing with robots and 3D printers."
"Access to the top people in Telstra, Optus, Vodaphone and NBN."
"Making links to real-world examples from IRCA, GO Digi, CAT, Facebook."
"Grassroots and high level conversations influencing each other’s thinking."
"Facebook presentations and cyber safety."

Digital Connectivity: What Next?
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Feedback from participants
More people need to be a part of this, hearing truly how
those from very remote and Indigenous communities feel
about this subject and how it affects them.
Percy Bishop | East Arnhem Regional Council

The event is important, as there were many participants
who would not normally interact face to face in relation to
the issue of broadband access in the bush. There was a
diversity of speakers and workshop topics, and good
opportunities to learn about what other attendees were
doing.
Ross Duncan | State Library of Queensland

Broadband for the Bush … was a fantastic opportunity to
explore current fixed and mobile connectivity issues in
regional, rural and remote areas. Anyone with a stake in
improving broadband services outside the metropolitan
and larger regional centres should be joining this
conversation brokered by the Broadband for the Bush
Alliance. I’ll be back next year.
Penny Griffin | Industry and Innovation Division,
Department of Commerce (WA)

Digital Connectivity: What Next?

It was three days of non-stop talking, questioning and
answering-then reflecting on every subject that was
talked about. I think the Broadband from the Bush Forum
will help to make a difference for connectivity to satellite
services in the future.
Nick Lynch | Tiwi Islands Regional Council
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Sponsorship investment allocation
Sponsor contribution may be used to support the Broadband for the Bush Alliance Forum and those
attending, in the following ways:
Speaker engagement, including international speakers.
Travel and accommodation assistance for participants from remote and isolated areas to attend the event.
Overall organisation of the event.
A live Twitter, transcription and sketching feed.
Ongoing Support for the Broadband for the Bush Alliance.

Forum Ambassador
Brad Howarth has spent the last 20 years studying the evolution of the information technology
industry and its impact on Australian business and society. He is the author of two books, he is a
sought-after speaker, and as a facilitator has worked with numerous organisations to help
devise programs for harnessing technology-driven change. He is a passionate believer in the
importance of technology to Australian society and the need to ensure equity of access.

For more information on rates, options available and all other enquiries, please contact:
Marianne St Clair
Executive Officer
Broadband for the Bush Alliance
Mobile: 0427 555 484
Email: eo@broadbandforthebush.com.au
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Our Member Organisations
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Previous Sponsors and Supporters
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We can create a
sponsorship package
to suit your needs

Sponsors can contribute to
the forum in many ways
Talk to us about your IDEAS.

